
  
 

Invitation 

FICPI SWEDEN is the Swedish part of FICPI which is an international organization, with members from 
more than 80 countries. FICPI works for patent and trademark attorneys in the free profession, with 
issues relating to their daily work as well as IP law issues on a global scale.  
 
The membership in FICPI SWEDEN, which is prerequisite for membership in FICPI International, 
provides a global network of IP professionals, and a possibility to understand and participate in the 
development of IP law throughout the world. 
 
FICPI SWEDEN runs regular seminars in Sweden focusing on current issues and trends in IP. The 
speakers are normally FICPI members from other countries of the world. The seminars are open for 
all, but FICPI members enjoy a reduced registration fee. 
 

Now, in connection with the annual meeting of FICPI SWEDEN on 25 November 2015, we will focus 
on the role of the IP practitioners. FICPI has recently made a study and compiled a comprehensive 

report. The work was led by the former FICPI President John Orange, Toronto, Canada, and we are 
fortunate to have him as a speaker on this occasion, along with Daniel Alge, Vienna, Austria.  
 
John will go through the general part, from a North American and an international perspective and 
Daniel Alge will give the findings from Europe, in particular the situation for cases handled before the 
Euopean Patent Office, including a special study made by Professor Wagner, together with a team of 
European patent attorneys. 
 
We also look forward to hearing comments from the Association of Swedish Patent Attorneys, SPOF.  
 
 

 
                John Orange, CA            Daniel Alge, AT  

 

 

Afternoon seminar in Stockholm  

The IP Practitioner – Adding to Innovation? 
 

 

Date: Wednesday 25 November, 2015, at 14.00 – 16.30 
Venue: Westmanska Palatset, Room “Bryggarkungen”, Stockholm 
Price: 800 SEK (500 SEK for FICPI members), including mingling and refreshments  



  
 

General Information 

 

Date:  

Wednesday 25 November, 14.00 – 16.30, followed by mingling  

 

Venue: 

Westmanska Palatset, Room “Bryggarkungen”, Holländargatan 17, Stockholm, Sweden  

(see www.westmanskapalatset.se ) 

 

Hotels: 

Please book a hotel room directly with the hotel. There are several hotels nearby, and also near the 

Arlanda Express Railway station, in different price categories: Frey’s Hotel, Radisson Blue Royal Viking 

Hotel, Radisson Blue Waterfront Hotel, Rica Hotel, Hotel Terminus, Best Western Hotel Bentleys, 

Nordic Sea Hotel, Clarion Hotel Sign, Tegnerlunden, Queen´s Hotel, Kungsbron Hotel, Scandic Norra 

Bantorget. See e.g.  www.booking.com  (hotel at Norrmalm, Stockholm) 

 

Registration:  

You just send an email to info@ficpisweden.se. Please indicate:  

your name and invoice address, and  

whether you are a FICPI member (individual member or member of a national group).  

 

Price: 

800 SEK (500 SEK for FICPI members), including mingling and refreshments  

 

An invoice will be sent to you after registration, payment within 10 days. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Westmanska Palatset, Holländargatan 17 
 

 

 

Arlanda Express (train from Arlanda airport) 

 

Stockholm Central Railway Station 

Program: 

 

http://www.westmanskapalatset.se/
http://www.booking.com/
mailto:info@ficpisweden.se


  
 

Program 
 

13.30 – 14.00            Registration at Westmanska Palatset, Holländargatan 17 

 Room ”Bryggarkungen”  

 

14.00 – 14.10       Welcome address  

 Lars Thyresson, President, FICPI SWEDEN 

  

 Introduction to topics and speakers 

 Jan Modin, Moderator, Program Manager, FICPI SWEDEN 

 

 

14.10 – 16.00  Presentation of the FICPI report “The IP Practitioner – Adding to Innovation?” 

 

John Orange, Patent Attorney, Ottawa, Canada, former President of FICPI 

 

Changes within the IP landscape have called in to question the role of the IP 

professional. Whilst there appears to be a recognition that the profession 

contributes to the IP process, at times it seems we are considered “a necessary 

evil” rather than a positive attribute. At some official levels, the profession is 

considered no more than technical translators, and in general the role and 

interaction of the profession, its “job description” is not well understood by those 

establishing IP policy. The cost of acquiring IP is often cited as a major reason why 

innovators, particularly SME’s do not use the IP system more extensively, and the IP profession is 

considered the major contributor to the cost. 

With this background, FICPI established a committee to consider the role of the profession in 

enhancing the quality of the IP granted. The report of that committee was approved at the Cape 

Town Executive Committee. Today’s talk will discuss the report and its findings and encourage 

comment, observation, debate and of course disagreement where necessary. 

The report is divided in to several key areas; - 1) an explanation of the IP system with reference to 

concrete examples of innovations; 2) the nature and training of the IP profession and the manner in 

which it interacts with IP offices and innovators and 3) a number of different methodologies to 

evaluate the value, or cost/benefit, of the IP profession.  

In preparing the report, several ancillary studies were undertaken, each of which will be explained in 

the presentation.  

A survey of FICPI members was conducted to determine things such as typical firm size, nature of 

practice, trends in interaction with IP offices and perceptions about the future of the profession. 

These results have been collated and separated in to regions for comparison.  

FICPI’s previous studies on qualifications, known as the Kirby/Royal report were updated to include 

additional countries and determine the trend in qualification standards. 



  
 

An economic study by Prof. Wagner was commissioned to determine the economic impact of the IP 

profession in Europe. This apparently is the first study of its kind directed to the involvement of the 

profession.  

Daniel Alge, Patent Attorney, Vienna, Austria: 

The report of Prof. Wagner starts with the notice that there is little quantitative 

evidence on the importance of patent attorneys. This is why the present study 

provided the first quantification of the involvement of independent patent 

attorneys in the patent filing process based on a scientific economical approach. It 

is important to note that the report of Prof. Wagner was not based on (randomly 

selected) subgroups or questionnaires which are always dependent on the choice of 

the subgroup and the personal perception of the respondents of the questionnaire; 

quite in contrast, the Wagner report is based on the complete record of all 2,468,309 published 

European patent applications between 1980 and 2010. This complete dataset was extracted by Prof. 

Wagner from the PATSTAT register, a database provided by the European Patent Office (EPO) for 

research purposes. In addition to the raw data obtained, Prof. Wagner and his team collected 

additional data on the applicant, representative and outcomes of the application procedure.  

The present study tracks important decisions on patent applications (i.e., grant and post-grant 

opposition) in order to study whether representation by independent attorneys is related to a higher 

occurrence of particular outcomes. Most importantly, the database and the additional data collection 

enabled Prof. Wagner to classify whether applications have been represented by (1) an independent 

patent attorney/law firm, (2) a corporate IP department or (3) by the individual applicant himself and 

to which results this different representation categories led over time. 

 

These results and Prof. Wagner's reasons and conclusions based on economical and scientific terms 

will be presented, for example the consequences of not using a qualified professional in the 

proceedings before the EPO. 

 

In attempting to establish “value” a number of different approaches were explored.   

A cost/benefit approach was developed, using WIPO statistics to determine work flows in a number 

of countries and attaching a cost to each type of workflow. The total revenue generated by the 

profession could then be determined, and similarly, the cost of the profession to innovators in a 

particular country could be estimated.  Data was located indicating the benefit arising from the 

typical IP grant and the cost/benefit ratio established.   

The report of Prof. Wagner clearly demonstrated the consequences of not using a qualified 

professional in the EPO, and the reasons for the outcomes was discussed. 

A more subjective discussion on the need for quality IP was included, based upon observations from 

the Courts. The contribution of the profession at different stages in the evolution of an innovation, 

with reference to concrete examples and the value added by the professional, was also included. 

The report is intended as a foundation from which further more sophisticated studies can be 

conducted and therefore all comments and observations are to be welcomed. 



  
 

 

16.00 – 16.30 

 

 The President of the Association of Swedish Attorneys, SPOF, Mrs. Rut Herbjörnsen 
will give some comments on the report from a Swedish perspective.   

  
 If time permits, there will also be a short general discussion. 
 
16.30 – 17.00 
 
 FICPI Sweden will have its annual meeting (a special invitation has been sent to the 

members) 
 
16.30 – 18.00 
 
 Refreshments will be served, so that you can mingle with the speakers and, after the 

annual meeting, the members of FICPI Sweden.  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The bios (CV) of John Orange and Daniel Alge will follow on the next pages: 

 

 

 

 



John Orange
Patent Agent, Toronto Office

Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP
Direct   416-863-3164
Facsimile  416-863-2653
john.orange@blakes.com

Profile

John Orange is a senior member of the Intellectual Property Group. For more than 25 years, he has 

provided strategic advice on the development and enforcement of intellectual property rights for Canadian 

companies in the mechanical and electrical fields. His professional experience includes involvement in the 

licensing program for the compact disc industry, developing IP portfolios and working in the area of 

encryption.

John has played a leading role in developing formal patent training courses around the world. He has 

trained a number of entrants to the profession and lectures at the Patent & Trademark Institute of Canada 

patent agency course at McGill University.

John has obtained international recognition as a leading IP professional. He is listed as a patent expert in 

the Guide to the World's Leading Patent Experts published by Legal Media Group. He is past president of 

the International Federation of Intellectual Property Attorneys (FICPI), an international organization having 

close working relationships with international establishments such as the World Intellectual Property 

Organization, the World Trade Organization, the European Patent Office, and the European Commission, 

as well as the national patent offices.

John is a fellow of the Intellectual Property Institute of Canada and has served on its council. He is 

president of the Communications Committee of FICPI, a member of the International Association for the 

Protection of Intellectual Property (AIPPI), and co-chair of the Special Committee on Patent Agents for the 

American Intellectual Property Law Association. He became a registered patent agent in 1979 and 

qualified as a trade-mark agent in 1981. He is qualified to practise before the U.S. Patent and Trademark

Office.

Publications

Co-authors - "Speed Bump on the Patent Prosecution Highway", Blakes Bulletin on Intellectual Property,

January 2012.

Education

Registered Trade-mark Agent (Canada) - 1981

Registered to practise before the United States Patent and Trademark Office - 1980

Registered Patent Agent (Canada) - 1979

Intermediate Examinations of Chartered Institute of Patent Agents - 1973

B.Sc. (Mechanical Engineering), Lanchester Polytechnic, Coventry, England - 1970

http://www.blakes.com/english/people/bio_print_full.asp?las=JO



DANIEL ALGE
Mag. Dr. rer. nat., born 1965

Partner

Patentanwalt

European Patent Attorney

European Trademark and Design Attorney

Education and Career

1997 Partner with Patentanwälte Sonn, Pawloy, Weinzinger & Wolfram

1997 Austrian Patentanwalt

1995 European Patent Attorney

–1991  1997 Patent Attorney Trainee with Patent Attorney Sonn, Pawloy, 

Weinzinger & Wolfram

European Molecular Biology Laboratory (EMBL), Heidelberg, Germany

1990 Dr. rer.nat., University of Vienna, biochemistry

1988 Mag. rer.nat., University of Vienna, biochemistry

Practice Area

Biotechnology, biochemistry, molecular biology and drug development

Patent litigation

University inventions

IP due diligence

Documentation and evaluation of IP portfolios

Memberships and Functions

Technical Judge in patent matters at the Commercial Court of Vienna (2005) and 

the Austrian Supreme Court (since 2014)

Austrian Patentanwaltskammer (board member since 2003)

Representative of the Austrian Patentanwaltskammer in the Biotech Monitoring 

Committee at the Austrian Patent Office (since 2006)

Austrian Intellectual Property Law Association (Österreichische Vereinigung für 

Gewerblichen Rechtsschutz und Urheberrecht)

FICPI (Fédération Internationale des Conseils en Propriété Industrielle, 

International Association of IP Attorneys): ExCo (sub-) delegate for Austria since 

2000, chairman of the EU working group “ “of FICPI ( EUCOF )

AIPPI (Association Internationale pour la Protection de la Propriété Intellectuelle, 

Internationale Vereinigung für den Schutz des Geistigen Eigentums)

epi (Professional Representatives before the European Patent Office)

LES (Licensing Executives Society) Austria (Österreichische Gesellschaft für 

Lizenzwesen und Technologietransfer)

Teaching

University tutor for patent law at the University of Vienna, University of Salzburg,

and University of Innsbruck, since 1998

Tutor for the basic CEIPI EPC basic course for European patent law in Vienna since

1995

Tutor for patent and innovation management at the Management Center 

Innsbruck (MCI) since 2006

Languages

German, English


